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“Upholding and Protecting the Rights and Interest of the Dene Nation” 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
DENE NATION CALLS FOR INDIGENOUS VOICES AT EVERY TABLE AND EQUITY OWNERSHIP IN EVERY MAJOR PROJECT 
ACROSS DENENDEH 
 
[JUNE 26, 2026 – YELLOWKNIFE, DENENDEH] – Dene National Chief George Mackenzie is calling on governments and industry 
to guarantee Indigenous voices at every decision-making table, and to make equity ownership and revenue-sharing a 
standard requirement in every major project on Dene lands — not an optional courtesy extended only when it is convenient. 
 
Dene National Chief Mackenzie’s call follows a series of major gatherings on northern development where Indigenous 
leadership was conspicuously underrepresented. He attended the 2026 Arctic Development Expo in Inuvik (June 16–18) 
expecting to meet Indigenous leaders, partners, and industry working side by side, and instead found a room dominated by 
military and industry interests. At the Energy and Mines Ministers’ Conference held the next week, the number of Indigenous 
leaders invited to speak or present was, again, disappointingly low. 
 
“Major projects in Denendeh must reflect the values, priorities, and aspirations of the Dene people,” said Dene National Chief 
Mackenzie. “Our communities have a right to participate actively in decisions that impact our lands, our cultures, and our 
futures. Economic benefits must not only be promised but enshrined in agreements that respect our cultural protocols and 
provide long-term social supports for our people.” 
 
The Dene Speak for Themselves 
Central to Dene National Chief Mackenzie’s message is the principle of self-representation: where decisions affect Dene lands, 
rights, and futures, the Dene must be present and heard directly, in their own voice. Regional or pan-Indigenous 
representation, he stressed, cannot substitute for direct Dene participation. 
 
“The Dene speak for ourselves,” said Dene National Chief Mackenzie. “Where decisions affect Dene lands, Dene rights, and 
Dene futures, we must be in the room and heard in our own voice. A seat at every table is not a favour to be granted — it is a 
right to be respected.” 
 
To give this principle practical effect, Dene National Chief Mackenzie is calling for a clear and enforceable standard: any 
national board, consultation committee, or advisory body that incorporates regional perspectives must allocate a dedicated 
seat for a Dene representative, chosen by the Dene.  
 
“Regional or pan-Indigenous representation cannot stand in for the Dene,” said Dene National Chief Mackenzie. “Every 
national board, every consultation committee, every advisory body that claims to reflect the North must hold a seat for a 
Dene representative — chosen by the Dene. Nothing about us, without us.” 
 
At the same time, Dene National Chief Mackenzie was clear that speaking for the Dene is not the same as standing apart from 
other Indigenous peoples. The Dene Nation, he said, is ready to work alongside Métis and Inuit partners — on issues of 
common concern, wherever coordinated effort can benefit all Indigenous peoples. 
 
“Speaking for ourselves does not mean standing alone,” said Dene National Chief Mackenzie. “The Dene Nation is glad to 
work with our Métis and Inuit relatives, wherever our interests align and all Indigenous peoples stand to benefit. Speaking for 
ourselves and working together are not in conflict — what we will not accept is anyone speaking in our place.” 
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Equity Ownership Is Not Optional 
Dene National Chief Mackenzie was equally direct on the question of economic benefit, rejecting any suggestion that 
Indigenous equity ownership in major projects is discretionary. For decades, he noted, the wealth generated on Dene lands 
has flowed south while Dene communities were left to absorb the impacts. That arrangement must end. 
 
“Let me be clear — the idea that equity ownership is optional is wrong,” said Dene National Chief Mackenzie. “We are done 
being only the impacted people, or only the hired hands. Ownership and revenue-sharing must be built into every major 
project from the start, not offered as a special favour when it suits someone else’s timeline.” 
 
Dene National Chief Mackenzie also rejected the language some ministers have used to describe Indigenous economic 
priorities. Terms like ‘handouts,’ he said, are offensive and inaccurate — and they misrepresent both what the Dene are 
asking for and what they are owed. 
 
“I want to address the language we keep hearing from some ministers,” said Dene National Chief Mackenzie. “What we are 
asking for is not a ‘handout.’ That word is offensive, and it is simply wrong. We are asking for our rightful share of the wealth 
created by the activity and development taking place on our lands. That is not charity — it is what we are owed, and what our 
people deserve.” 
 
The model already exists. The Tlicho All-Season Road demonstrates that an Indigenous government can hold a genuine equity 
stake in a major piece of northern infrastructure. What is required now, Dene National Chief Mackenzie said, is for 
governments to make such partnerships the rule rather than the exception — by providing access to capital and loan 
guarantees so Dene First Nations can buy in as true owners; by making revenue-sharing and equity a normal feature of every 
major project; and by clearing away the rules and delays that currently block these arrangements. 
 
This approach, he emphasized, is not a roadblock to development but the surest path to getting projects built. Free, prior, and 
informed consent — the standard affirmed under the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples — is a 
matter of respect, and the projects that move fastest are the ones communities support and share in. Infrastructure like the 
Mackenzie Valley Highway, built in genuine partnership with Dene communities, is what turning announcements into action 
should look like. 
 
Strong Dene Communities Are Canada’s Presence in the North 
Dene National Chief Mackenzie also tied the conversation to Canada’s growing focus on Arctic security and sovereignty, 
warning that the two cannot be separated from the people who have always lived on the land. 
 
“There is no Arctic sovereignty without the Dene,” said Dene National Chief Mackenzie. “We have kept this land since time 
immemorial. The surest way to secure the North is to invest in the people who live here — healthy, prosperous, connected 
Dene communities are Canada’s presence in the North.” 
 
The Dene Nation remains steadfast in its commitment to protecting the rights and interests of its people. Dene National Chief 
Mackenzie calls on governments, industry leaders, and potential partners to work collaboratively with Indigenous 
communities to build a future where economic development aligns with the principles of reconciliation, consent, and mutual 
respect — where the Dene are partners and owners, not an audience for decisions made elsewhere. 
 
Signed,  

 
George Mackenzie,  
Dene National Chief, Regional Chief AFN-NT Region 
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