About

First Nations Data Governance
Strategy (FNDGS) - The First

Nations Data Governance
Strategy (FNDGS) is an initiative

developed by the First Nations
Information Governance Centre
(FNIGC), aimed at achieving
data sovereignty for First
Nations. This strategy
empowers communities to own,
control, access, and manage
their own data, aligning with the
principles of OCAP®
(Ownership, Control, Access,
and Possession).
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The FNDGS was officially
launched in 2020 and is
supported by federal
investments, including a notable
$50.1 million announced in
2022, to facilitate the
establishment of regional
information governance centers
across Canada.

Dene Knowledge
Our Future

The Dene Nation is actively involved
in the First Nations Data Governance
Strategy, focusing on preserving and
managing its cultural and historical
data.

The Dene Nation's project under the
FNDGS aims to reflect the
Declaration of the United Dene,
which emphasizes the importance of
land, culture, and community
governance.

The Dene Nation's archives and how
they are preserved and accessed
are seen as vital for preserving
historical information for future
generations, ensuring that data is
accessible to all Dene people.
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Goalsand ., The Dene Nation

Mandate Engagement

Data Strategy

The FNIGC operates as a
non-profit organization with a
specific mandate from the
Assembly of First Nations
Chiefs, as outlined in Resolution
#48 from December 20009.

The organization envisions a
future where every First Nation
achieves data sovereignty that
reflects its unique world view.

The FNDGS is a critical
component of this vision,
providing the necessary
framework and resources for
First Nations, including the
Dene Nation, to manage their
data effectively.

The Dene Nation's goals include
fostering community-driven
partnerships, creating a
centralized place for storing and
sharing information, and enabling
communities to develop their own
data technicians.

The strategy emphasizes the
importance of cooperation in
planning and developing technical
services that address
socio-economic and health
disparities.

The FNDGS represents a
significant step towards data
sovereignty for First Nations,
particularly for the Dene Nation,
which is actively working to
preserve its cultural heritage and
ensure that its data is managed in
a way that reflects its values and
principles. The Dene Nation aims
to create a framework for data
management that benefits
current and future generations..
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Data In-Trust Services: This
involves reviewing procedures
for Dene Nation data to support
advocacy and education in data
management, ensuring the
preservation of information.

Data Management: Focused on
digitizing and organizing Dene
Nation archives, this service
aims to develop resources for
data sharing and repatriation
agreements.

Data Capacity Building: This
Initiative seeks to empower
communities by sharing
information and processes to
establish their own data
management programs.
Statistical Services: This
service supports surveys and
analyses that are crucial to the
Dene way of life, ensuring that
data about the Dene is
accessible and utilized
effectively.




